14 


A treatise on 


■B 



the world r What a variety of labour is neceffary in order to produce 
the tools of the meaneft of thofe workmen ? To fay nothing of fuch 
complicated machines, as the fhip of the failor, the mill of the ful- 
ler, or even the loom of the weaver, let us only conlider what a 
variety of labour is requifite in order to form that very fimple ma- 
chine, the fliears with which the fhepherd clips the wool j the miner, 
the builder of the furnace for fmelting the ore, the feller of the 
timber, the burner of the charcoal to be made ufe of in the fmelt- 
ing-houfe, the forger, the fmith, muft all be joined in their diffe- 
rent arts in order to produce them : were we to examine, in the fame 
manner, all the different parts of his drefs, and houfehold furniture, 
the coarfe linen fhirt which he wears next his fkin, the ilroes which 
covers his feet, the bed he lies on, and all the different parts which 
compofe it, the kitchen grate in which he prepares his victuals, the 
coals which he makes ufe of for that purpofe, dug from the bowels 
of the earth, and brought to him perhaps by a long fea and a long 
land carriage, all the other utenfils of his kitchen, all the furniture 
of his table, the knives, the forks, the earthen or pewter plates, 
upon which he ferves up and divides his victuals, the different 
hands employed in preparing his bread, and his beer, the glafs 
window which lets in the light, and keeps out the wind and rain, 
with all the knowledge and art requifite for preparing that beauti- 
ful and happy invention, without which the northern parts of the 
world could lcarce have afforded a comfortable habitation, together 
with the tools of all the different workmen employed in producing 
thefe different conveniences 5 if we examine, I fay, all thefe things, 
and confider what a variety of labour is employed about each or 
them, we fhall be fenfible that, without the affiftance and co-opera- 
tion of many thoufands, the very meaneft perfbn in a civilized 
country could not be provided, even according to what we may 
falfely imagine, the eafy and fimple manner in which he is com- 
rmcnly accommodated : compared, indeed, with the more extrava- 
gant: 
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eant luxury of the great, his accommodation muft no doubt ap- 
pear extremely fimple and eafy, and yet it may be true, perhaps, 
that the accommodation of an European Prince does not always 
fo much exceed that of an induftrious and frugal peafant, as the 
accommodation of the latter exceeds that of an African king, the 
abfolute mailer of the lives and liberties of ten thoufand naked, 
favages,” 

Hence we fee conveniences, efteemed the moft trivial, are the pro- 
duce of reciprocity ; each has a variety of wants which muff be fup- 
plied by the labours of others ; and for which he gives bis laboui , 
or the produce of his labour, which is the fame thing, in exchange. 
An eafy communication with foreign nations, or the diftantpaits of 
the fame country, extends the market, and facilitates the transfer ; 
while the eafe of transfer ftimulates the aftive powers to exertion. 

Thus an eafy communication brings remote parts into nearei 
alliance, combines the exertions of men, diffributes their labours 
through a variety of channels, and fpreads with greatei legulaiity 
the bleffings of life. 

Men in commercial intercourfe mingling with men, impercepti- 
bly lofe their local prejudices, and their cuftoms gradually affimi- 
late j while people remote from each other, and deftitute of eafy 
communication, retain thofe prejudices, injurious to the mafs o T 
fociety. 

, Eafy communications to the different diftribts of a nation* alfo 
renders it more independent of its neighbours, by collecting and 
bringing forth its internal refources y which circumftance muft have 

greatly- 
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